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Summary: 
An automotive repair shop with service and maintenance activities is likely to create hazardous 
wastes. Hence, it is crucial that the facility identify and properly manage hazardous wastes to 
protect coworkers, the community, and the environment. The SRMT’s Auto Repair Checklist 
ensures to identify and audit hazardous waste at auto repair shops. To have an enhanced 
communication with local auto repair shops. This checklist has been modified from the original 
document Consolidated Screening Checklist for Automotive Repair Facilities Guidebook, in 
order to meet the local hazardous waste generating number amounts and local Tribal policies. 
Therefore, this check list is intended to be utilized for the town of Akwesasne local purposes. 
 
Purpose: 

• Reduce pollution and optimize the environment and the community by reducing 
contamination at local auto repair shops. 

• Build communication and dialogue with local auto repair shops. 
• Provide other Tribal Nations with data and samples for their research. 
• Execute the FY 2020 Hazardous Waste Management Grant by auditing local automobile 

repair shops. 
• Develop and implement the Tribe’s hazardous waste program management policies and 

procedures that will lead to the tribe’s ability to ensure regulatory compliance. 
 
Proposed Action: 

• Characterize any hazardous waste generation from automotive repair facilities. 
• The data will be shared to other Tribal Nations.  
• The project will utilize, deliver and discuss with the Auto Repair Shop Checklist to 

ensure quality and compliance.  
• Make use of checklist according to the needs and type of repair facility. 

 
What is Hazardous Waste? 
Solid wastes that meet the following criteria are considered hazardous. Hazardous waste can be 
in the following form;  

• Ignitable 
• Corrosive 
• Reactive 
• Toxic 
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Auto Repair Shop Checklist 
 
 
SECTION 1.0 WASTE MANAGEMENT 
 
1.1 Hazardous Waste Generation, Storage, and Transport 

 
1.1a Does the facility generate hazardous waste? 

❑ Yes 
❑ No 

Does the facility produce: 

☐Used oils and filters 

☐Used antifreeze 

☐Used batteries 

☐Used shop rags/towels 

☐Catalytic converters 

☐Paints 

☐Used tires 

☐Waste water 
 
1.1b Does the facility store hazardous waste in appropriate storage 
containers? 

☐ Yes Facility stores waste in containers that meet the above requirements.  

☐ No Facility stores waste in containers that do not meet the above 
requirements. 

☐ NA Facility does not generate hazardous waste. 
 
1.1c How does the facility manage/dispose of its hazardous waste? 
 Ships hazardous waste off-site to: 

☐ A RCRA-permitted treatment, storage or disposal facility (TSDF).  

☐ A recycling facility.  

☐ An interim status facility. 

☐ An exempt facility.  

Business name: 

Name: 

Address: 

Phone #: 

 



  

  4 

☐ Disposes of hazardous waste on-site. 
“Other If the shop is not managing its hazardous waste by one of the above 
methods, the shop is out of compliance and must comply immediately. 

☐ NA Facility does not generate hazardous waste. 
 
1.1d Does the facility have a spill plan for responding to spills and releases of 
hazardous wastes? 

☐ Yes Facility has a written contingency plan or basic contingency 
procedures.  

☐ No Facility does not have a written contingency plan or basic contingency 
procedures in place. 
1.1e Are you aware that certain items in the shop contain harmful 
chemicals? 

☐ Yes 

☐ No 
1.1f Are you familiar with the four characteristics of hazardous waste? 

☐ Yes 

☐ No 
 
1.2 Used Oil and Filters 

 
1.2a Are used oil containers/tanks and associated piping leak free and labeled “used 
oil”? 

☐  Yes Used oil is in a leak free container(s) labeled with the words “used oil.”  

☐   No Used oil is not in a leak free container (s) and/or is not labeled “used oil.” 

☐  NA Facility does not generate used oil. 
 
1.2b Does the facility prevent the mixing of used oil with hazardous waste? 

☐ Yes Facility prevents the mixing of used oil with hazardous waste.  

☐ No Facility does not prevent the mixing of used oil with hazardous waste. 

☐ NA Facility does not generate used oil. 
 
1.2c How does the facility manage/dispose of its used oil? 

☐ Facility has a regular hauler who takes the used oil  

☐ Facility burns its used oil in an on-site heater with 
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☐ Facility has a hauler or takes its own oil to a used oil 
burner.  

☐ Other, facility does not use any of the methods described above.  

☐ Facility does not generate used oil. 
 
1.2d Does the facility completely drain used oil filters and/or used fuel filters before 
disposal? 

☐ Yes Facility completely drains filters (i.e., no visible signs of free-flowing oil remain) 
prior to disposal.  

☐ No Facility does not completely drain filters prior to disposal. 

☐ NA Facility does not generate used oil or fuel filters. 
 
1.2e How does the facility manage/dispose of used oil filters? 

☐ Filters are recycled for scrap metal.  

☐ Facility contracts with a service that takes filters.  

☐ Filters are disposed of in the dumpster (e.g., not segregated from other waste such as 
paper, plastics, food, etc.). 

☐ Other method of disposal is not listed above.   

☐ Facility does not generate used oil filters. 
 
1.2f Does the facility inspect used oil filter storage areas for oil spills and leaks? 

☐ Yes Facility inspects storage areas for oil spills.  

☐ No Facility does not inspect storage areas for oil spills. 

☐ Facility does not have storage areas for used oil and filters. 
 
1.2g How does the facility manage/dispose of used fuel filters? 

☐ Used fuel filters are recycled.  

☐ Facility contracts with a service which takes used fuel filters as they are.  

☐ Facility manages used fuel filters as hazardous waste.   
hazardous waste 

☐ Facility discards filters in the dumpster (e.g., not segregated from other waste such as 
paper, plastics, food, etc.). 
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☐ Other method of disposal is not listed above. Note: The facility may be out of 
compliance. Contact the state regulatory agency for assistance. 

☐ Facility does not generate used fuel filters. 
 
1.3 Used Antifreeze 

1.3a  When stored, does the facility contain, segregate, and label used antifreeze? 

☐ Yes Used antifreeze is contained, segregated, and labeled.  
❑ No Used antifreeze is not contained, segregated, and labeled.  
❑ NA Facility does not generate used antifreeze. 

 
1.3b  Has the facility determined if it generates any antifreeze that is a hazardous waste? 

☐ Yes Facility has determined whether it’s used antifreeze is hazardous by testing or by 
process knowledge.  

☐ No Facility has not determined whether it’s used antifreeze is 
hazardous or not. 

☐ Facility does not generate used antifreeze. 
 
1.3c How does the facility manage the antifreeze? 

☐ Facility sends used antifreeze off-site for recycling.  

☐ Facility disposes of used antifreeze at a landfill. 

☐ Facility mixes used antifreeze with used oil, solvents other fluids, or other fluids. 

☐ Facility discharges used antifreeze into an underground injection control (UIC) well.  
 
1.4 Used Battery Storage and Disposal 

 
1.4a How does the facility manage/dispose of used batteries? 

☐ Facility returns used batteries to the supplier.  

☐ Facility sends batteries to a recycling facility.  

☐  Facility pays service company to pick up.  

☐ Hazardous waste landfill Facility sends used batteries to a hazardous waste landfill.  

☐ Other method of disposal is not listed here. 

☐ Facility does not generate used batteries. 
 
1.5 Used Shop Rags/Towels 
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1.5a How does the facility manage/dispose of used shop rags and towels? 

☐ Facility returns used absorbents to its supplier or pays service company to pick up used 
absorbents. 

☐ Facility sends used rags/towels off-site to be laundered.   

☐ Facility burns used rags/towels. 

☐ Facility disposes of used rags/towels with trash (in a dumpster).  

☐ Other method of disposal is not listed. 

☐ Facility does not generate used rags or shop towels. 
  
1.5b  How does the facility store used shop rags and towels stored on- site? 

☐ Facility stores used rags/shop towels in a container (e.g., bucket, can, barrel, etc.).  

☐ Facility stores used rags/shop towels contaminated waste with hazardous waste. 

☐ Facility disposes of used rags/shop towels in a can/dumpster that contains all shop 
waste, not segregated. 

☐ Facility places used rags/shop towels on the floor, in a pile, or they are simply scattered. 

☐ Facility does not generate used rags/shop towels. 
 
1.6 Absorbents 

 
1.6a Does the facility use sawdust, soil, or other commercial absorbents for spills or 
leaks? 

☐ Yes facility uses one or more of the above substances.  

 ☐  No facility does not use any of the above substances. 
  
1.6b Does the facility determine if used absorbents are hazardous before disposal? 

☐ Yes Facility determines if used absorbents are hazardous before disposal.  

☐ No Facility does not characterize its absorbents. 

☐ NA Facility does not use absorbents. 
 
1.6c How does the facility manage absorbents used for oil spills? 

☐ Facility returns used absorbents to its supplier or pays service company to pick up used 
absorbents. 

☐ Facility burns absorbents used to soak up used oil for energy recovery. 
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☐ Facility disposes of them through a hazardous waste hauler.  

☐ Facility determines that the absorbents are nonhazardous solid waste and disposes of 
them with the regular trash.  

☐ Other method of management is not listed here. 

☐ Facility does not use absorbents. 
 
1.7  Used Tires  
 
1.7a How does the facility manage/dispose of used tires? 

☐ Facility sells used tires.  

☐ Facility retreads used tires.  

☐ Facility recycles used tires. This may include state or local programs that shred tires and 
then use them for asphalt or other products.  

☐ Facility uses some method other than those listed above for disposal. 

☐  Facility does not generate used tires. 
 
1.8 Brake Repair 
 
1.8a Does the facility dispose of spent brake washing solvent as hazardous waste? 

☐ Yes Facility manages spent solvent as a solid or hazardous waste after making a 
hazardous waste determination.  

☐ No Facility has not made a waste determination of the solvent. 

☐ NA Facility does not generate brake washing solvent. 
 
1.8b How does the facility manage asbestos brake pads? 

☐ A manufacturer or a recycling company collects used 
brake pads for recycling.  

☐ A vendor disposes of the brake pads by landfilling or other means of disposal. 

☐ Other method of disposal is not listed here. 

❑ Facility does not generate ACM waste. 
 
1.9  Metal Machining 
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1.9a Does the facility store scrap metal in a covered and contained area? 
Facilities should store metal scraps in a covered and contained area that prevents soil and water 
contamination. 

☐ Yes Facility stores metal scraps in a covered and contained area.  

  ☐ No Facility does not store metal scraps in a covered and contained 
area. 

☐ NA Facility does not have any metal scraps. 
  
1.9b How does the facility manage metal scraps? 

☐ Facility recycles metal scraps.   

  ☐  Facility reuses metal scraps.  

☐ Facility collects metal scraps and sells them to metal recyclers.  

☐ Other facility does not use one of the methods listed above to manage metal scraps. 

☐ Facility does not have any metal scraps. 
 
1.9c How does the facility manage waste cutting oils and degreasing solvents? 

☐Recycling, facility recycles waste cutting oils if non-water-soluble oils must be used.  

☐Reuse, facility reuses and recycles solvents whenever possible.  

 ☐ Disposed of as hazardous waste.  

☐Disposed of in shop drains, facility pours waste cutting oils and degreasing solvents in shop 
drains. 

☐ Facility does not conduct metal machining. 
 
2.1  Wastewater Management 
 
2.1a Can the facility identify the final destination of its wastewaters? 

☐ Yes Facility can identify the final destination of all wastewaters (e.g., 
POTW, underground injection well.  

☐ No Facility cannot identify the final destination of its wastewaters. 

☐ NA Facility does not have drains. 
 
2.1b How does the facility manage its wastewater? 

☐ Facility discharges effluent directly to waters. 
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☐ Facility discharges to a municipal sanitary sewer or combined sewer. 

☐ Facility discharges to a UIC well, generally via a floor drain.  

☐ Facility discharges onto the ground 

☐ Other method of disposal is not listed. 

☐ Facility does not discharge wastewater. 
 
2.1c How does the facility manage the sludge from an oil/water separator? 

☐ Facility disposes of hazardous sludge off-site.  

☐ Facility disposes of nonhazardous sludge off-site.  

☐ No sludge is produced. 
 
2.2  Storm Water Discharges 
 
2.2a How does the facility manage its stormwater? 

☐ Stormwater discharges go directly to waters. 

☐ Stormwater discharges are directed to a municipal sanitary 
sewer or combined sewer. 

☐ Stormwater discharges go to a UIC well (via a floor drain).  

☐ Other method of stormwater management is not listed. 

☐ Facility does not discharge wastewater. 
  
2.2b Are materials stored outside protected from contact with stormwater? 

☐ Yes Facility protects materials from rain/snow or overspray.  

☐ No Facility does not protect materials from rain/snow or overspray. 

☐ NA Facility does not store materials outside. 
 
2.2c How does the facility clean the floors and surrounding areas? 

☐ Facility uses “dry methods” such as dry mop, broom, rags, and absorbents. 

☐ Facility uses a hose or wet mop, thus generating wastewater. 
 
SECTION 3.0 AIR POLLUTION CONTROLS AND OTHER REQUIREMENTS 
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3.1a Does the facility store solvents in labeled containers? 

☐ Yes Spent solvents are stored as described above.  

☐  No Spent solvents are not stored as described above.  

☐ NA No solvents are used at the facility. 
 
3.1b  Does the facility dispose spent solvents on site or offsite? 

☐ Facility uses a third-party vendor.  

☐ Facility determines spent solvents are hazardous waste and manages them according to 
the hazardous waste program.  

☐ Facility discharges nonhazardous waste to an underground injection control (UIC) well.  

☐ Facility discards spent solvents on the ground.  

☐ Other method of disposal is not known. 

☐ Facility does not generate spent solvents or sludge. 
 
3.3c How does the facility manage stripped paint chips and baghouse dusts? 

☐  Facility recycles materials on-site or ships them to a recycling facility.  

☐ Facility disposes materials at a waste landfill.  

☐ Other method of disposal is not listed here. 

☐ Facility does not have these wastes. 
 
3.3d When not in use, does the facility store paints in labeled containers? 

☐ Yes Facility contains and labels paints as described above. 

☐ No Facility does not contain and/or label paints as described above. 

☐ NA Facility does not store paints. 
 
3.3e How does the facility manage used paints and paint waste? 

☐ Facility gives away leftover paints and thinners to customers, and employees. 

☐ Items are recycled by a paint recycler.  

☐ Facility disposes of paints at a waste landfill.  

☐ Facility mixes materials with other fluids (solvent, used oil). 

☐ Facility pours leftover paint down the drain.  

☐ Other method of disposal is not listed here. 
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☐ Facility does not generate these wastes. 
 
3.3f How does the facility dispose of spray paint booth air filters? 

☐ Dispose of as hazardous waste.  

☐ Facility sends nonhazardous filters to a recycling facility. 

☐ Facility sends nonhazardous filters to a landfill.  

☐ Other method of disposal is not listed. 

☐ Facility does not use filters. 
 
Motor Vehicle Air Conditioning Repair 
 
3.4a Does the facility remove all refrigerant from the MVAC prior to maintenance 
activities? 

☐ Yes Facility removes and collects refrigerant from MVAC prior to maintenance 
activities.  

☐ No Facility does not remove or collect refrigerant from MVAC prior to maintenance 
activities. 

☐ NA Facility does not service MVAC units. 
 
SECTION 4.0 STORAGE TANKS, SPCC, AND EMERGENCY RESPONSE 
 
4.1a Does the facility conduct leak detection for tanks and piping? 

☐ Yes Facility conducts at least one leak detection method for tanks and pipes. 

☐ No Facility does not conduct leak detection. 
 
4.3b Does the facility have a Spill Prevention, Control, and Countermeasures plan? 

☐ Yes The facility has an SPCC plan. 

☐ No The facility does not have an SPCC plan. 

☐ NA The facility is not required to have an SPCC plan. 
 
SECTION 5.0 RECORDKEEPING 
 
5.1 NPDES Recordkeeping 
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5.1a Does the facility keep records of monitoring information? 

☐ Yes Facility maintains monitoring records. 

☐ No Facility does not maintain monitoring records.  
 
 
 
Notes: 
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