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Background:
• January 2013—David “Ed” Benedict, 20-year veteran of the 

U.S. Navy, submits letter to all three Akwesasne Mohawk 
councils.
• Shares vision for veteran’s memorial monument.
• Concept to recognize all military veterans.

• January 28, 2014—Tribal Council passes TCR #2014-14 
establishing Saint Regis Mohawk Tribe Veterans Memorial 
Monument Fund.

• Former Chief Paul Thompson takes the initiative to take 
on the vision of building a monument.
• Establishes Board of Trustees and Officers.
• Approves Monument Fund Charter.



Background:
• Former Chief Paul Thompson secured $19,000 from the 

Akwesasne Chamber of Commerce for the project
• July 13, 2015—Akwesasne Veterans Memorial Project 

Committee was reactivated. Committee meetings have been 
occurring monthly.

• Request for Proposals was completed.
• Noella Cotnam was hired, she has done work on the 

Territory to include her latest work of art the Welcome Sign 
on the Reservation.

• February 2016—Preliminary design submitted.
March 5, 2016—Tribal Meeting presentation.
March 5-19, 2016—Two-week public comment period.
March 31, 2016—Final design to be completed.







Professional’s Preliminary Design:





Preliminary Design:
Side Panels are for future expansion
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